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At this rate, 
by the end of 
summer break 
she's gonna be 
taller than the 
teachers. , 


Yeah, but 
where are 
her boobs? 


Don't 

say 

stuff 

>„ like 

?t that! 


That 

backpack 
looks weird 
on her. 


Girls at 
school 
don't talk 
to me. 
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f Mr. Okada 
was just 
volunteering 
because 
he's with the 
neighborhood 
association 


What 
happened 
to Coach 
Okada? 


Why's 
there a 
new coach 
all of a 
sudden? 


Put Coach 
Sakai has a 
JFA license. 
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mmm 

mmmm 


the way, 
my mom 
told me 


Mr. Okada 
is at 
Aizawa 
Hospital. 







































Wh oa\ 















































































































































































































































































































































































































My place 
is right 
here. 


What 

about 

you, 

Nanao...? 


Oh, hey, 
could 
you take 
this cat 
home? 


Are you 
allergic or 
anything? 


Wow! 

Kitty!! 


Yuuta! 
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Yeah... 









































































































H-Hello. 
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No. 

It's 

fine. 











































































I wonder if 
there's a 
whole lot of 
grade school 
kids living by 
themselves. 


What? I 


That's U 
not really 
the issue... 


Yeah. 


What would 
they do for 
parents' day 
at school? 





























Don't 

tell 

anyone. 


Okay, 

Nanao? 




































































You've got 
technique, 
but no 
stamina 
at all. 


Ah... 

Yeah, too 
early in 
the year. 


And you're 
pretty small 
for a sixth 
grader. 


An early 
birthday ends 
up being a 
disadvantage 
in sports, 
/know. 


What 

month 


were you 
born? 


March 




































Here, 


my 

treat! 


You're good 
enough to 
get into the 
prefectural 
training 
center. 


I just hope 
Coach Okada 
gets out of 
the hospital 
soon... 



















































































if you were 
in La Liga, 
which team 
would you 
wanna play 
for? 


would- 


I gotta 
take over 
the apple 
orchard 
someday. 


My folks are 
telling me to 
join the judo 
club next 
year like my 
brother. 


After 

elementary 
school, no 
more soccer 
for me... 



























































S till 
can't 
write? 































































































































I at least 
put a lot of 
effort into 
your lunch! 


I'm 

proud 
of this 
one! 


Go kick 
some 
butti 
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I was... 



didn't 
want 
to get 
on the 
bus- 


supposed 
to go to 
soccer 
camp 
today. 








































She's 

getting 

bigger. 


Want 
to come 
see...? 














































Those 


meant to 
be soccer 
balls, 
right? 


Mom?! 


It was 
really 
good... 


I'm gonna 
be on Real 
Madrid J 
someday! Jj 


Now 

what? 


Okay, 

practice is 
starting... 





















































































What 

about 

your 

mom...? 


Don't 

tell 

anyone. 


If people 
find out, we'll 
get taken in by 
child welfare or 
something and 
they won't let 
us stay in 
this house. 


Then Dad 
would be all 
alone... 






















































Room 

and 

board. 


Thanks 


yummy 

food!! 
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Wanna 
sleep in 
my room, 
Nat-Nat? 


I don't have 
any more 
clean 
blankets, 
so... 


No, 

I won't 


























stuffy 

closet 


A scary 
story? 


It's hot. 
I can't 
sleep. 


This is 
the best 
one I 
know. 


Now, I lj|g 
heard this lij 
story from JjJJ 
my mom... jjjj 


Nat-Nat, 
tell me 
a scary 1 
story. 
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believe in 
ghosts? 


Someone's 
tapping 
on the 
window...? 


Wh... 

What 

was 

that... 







































































































































































shouldn't 
have told 
a scary 
story... 






































I didn't 


img: 


know 

\ the real 
I reason 
| that she 
I was 
I crying. 


I was just 
carried 
away by 
the feeling 
of her in 
my arms, 
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Yaaaah/ 


Can we 
stop at 
the book¬ 
store? 
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Nat-Nat, 
teach 
me some 
soccer! 


Somehow. 


it feels 
like we're 
really 
living 
together. 


wonder. 




























































































































There's a 
festival 
today. 


Huh? 

Really? 
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Um... 

Huh? 


Your 

name's 

Rio, 

isn't it? 


What 
i vas 
that? 


//vrnr, 




















































































































































































































































































Here 1 . 
















































C'mon! 


Mama 
did my 
yukata 
for me. 

It>*S TSumorf 


We've got 
umbrellas! 
Looks like 
we come 
out on 
top. 


Princess 1 .! 

Look!! 
















































I guess 
that's 
true... 


Pm 
gonna 
eat 
all the 
rain!! 


Sis. 

Nat-Nat. 

watch 

this! 

















Nateuru. 


I fell in 
love 


with Rio 
Suzumura, 


Thank 

you. 
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I'm off to 
Alaska to 
get you 
kids some 
real crab!! 


Alaska? 
Is that 
a super¬ 
market? 


Pad!! 


What 
are you 
talking 
about 
\ ?! 


We 

don't 

need 

crab!! 
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Him 1 lit 
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you can 
take care 
of things 
again 
for a hit, 
right? 


Grandpa's 
here. You'll 
be fine. 
Right? 


I'm the 
one doing 
everything 
around 
the house 
whether 
you're here 
or not. 


I just 
know / can 
depend 
on you! 


Ugh, you 
smell like 
booze. 


























I'm 

so glad 
you're 
here, 
Rio... 


Craaabl 


When will 
you he 
back...? 




Ti 

, y Hey, Yuuta, 1 

fciAc-?! 

n you wanna 1 
J have some 1 

1 crab too, 1 


/ I'll take 

you to the 

; -if 


festival 

1 again. 


/Qy \ 













Pon't 
go to 
the play¬ 
ground by 
yourself. 


And 

make sure 
Grandpa 
doesn't fall 
when he 
goes to the 
bathroom. 


I'll come 
home as 
soon as 
I can. 
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Dad was 
gone. 




•p 



























Let 

Grandpa 
give you 
a little 
pin 

money, j 


' That's 
okay. 
Grandpa. 
The stairs 
are too 
danger- 
. ous... 


You're 
such a 
good 
girt... 


Wait 
just a 
moment 


Grandpa, 

you 

wanna go 
upstairs? 













































































I'm 

home.. 


















































Grandpa 
won't 
get up... 





















not 

breathing 
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' We're 
sorry. 
Your call 
cannot be 
completed 
at this 
. time. 


The party 
you are 
trying to 
reach may 
be outside 
the service 
area or... 




















we re 


I Your call 
[cannot- be 
Icomplet-ed 


Hello, 

Mr. Suzumura? 


Mr. 

Suzumura, 
we've got 


neighbor¬ 

hood 

notice. 













































































Rio, 
you 
can do 
anything! 


I'm so 
glad 
you're 
here, 
Rio... 


I just 
know 
I can 
depend 
on you! 




























grand¬ 

father's 

body 

outside 


and buried 
him there 
in the 
backyard, 
all by 
herself. 
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1 

dragged | 
her dead E 





















Wjw 


You 

can't 

just... 


bury him 
here like 
this... 


It's not 
right... 






























how to do 
a funeral, 
Natsuru? 





































































































Hub...? 

It's 

Natsurul 


I thought 
you'd be 
at soccer 
camp. 


your je-rse-y 
d eweryl>Ktng. 


The 

festival 

was 

today... 




























was so 
far away. 


Hello, 

Nanao 

residence. 
























Where on 
earth have 
you been 
all this 
time?! 
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with her 
skinny 
arms 


Rio 

buried 

him 


all by 
herself. 






















Yeah. 










































... i/y 


























































































































































































































































You 

don't 

know 

anything 

about 
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I am so 
terribly 
sorry! 


What a way 
to start the 
semester... 


Can't 

believe I was 
called in... 
It's like a 
soap 
opera... 

















































/ Some¬ 
thing's been 
wrong with 
you since 
summer 
vacation! / 


You 

won't get 
away with 
staying 
quiet 
forever! 


Natsuru!! 


What 

happened? 

What 

happened?! 


No 

matter.. 


It's never 
okay to hit 
a girl, no 
matter what 
the reason! 
You know 
that! 
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NatsuruU 
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I heard 
being bom in 
March is a 
disadvantage 


Ha hai 


You 

know, 

Natsuru 


< Ml- 

























Let's play 
soccer 
again 
sometime. 


Natsuru 















































































































































































































































































































































































We didn't 
buy a 
ticket for 
you. 


I took 
all my 
savings, 


No, 
Tofu! 
Stay in 
there. 


left town 
on the 
first 
train. 


All I can 
see are 
mountains. 


view.. 


I should've 
buried him 
somewhere 
like that... 
























































I wonder 
what's 
out there 
in those 
mountains 


Maybe 
there are 
animals 
nobody's 
ever seen 


that get 
to live their 
whole lives 
in the quiet, 
without ever 
meeting 
anyone... 


IVe didn't 
know 
where 
we were 
going. 


Clothes¬ 

pin. 


KA- 

BOOM! 


But 

nobody 

asked. 











































What's 
thatf 
A jungle 
gym?! 


They're 

tetra- 

pods. 








































































Petra 

tots! 


Tetra- 

pops! 


Totra 


JVJiP 7 % 


When I 
grow up I'm 
gonna swim 
across the 
oceanll 


What are 
you gonna 
do when 
you grow , 
up, Nat- I 
\ Nat? 


I'll just be 
a normal 
soccer 
player, 

I guess. 


Normal 


Paddy 
said when 
I grow up 
I can do 
anything. 





































































Whenever 
we play 
soccer in 
gym class, 
nobody 
can keep 
up with 
x you. 


and it's like 
the whole 
field sways. 
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Is he 
too 
heavy? 


Want to 
switch? 


from 

home 

without 

Mom 

before. 


0 





























COOOCNA 
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MMMKl 







































































You know 
what my 
name 
means? 


"A reason 
to live." 
That's how 
you write 


To me, 
you were 
always 
like 


a blue sky 
I could 
only see 
from a 
distance... 
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I'm 

sorry you 
couldn't 
stay... 


Oh, 

thank 

you. 


Natsuru. 
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They lie 
because 
it's the 
best 
they 
can do. 
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Rite... 


The 

gods 

lie. 




































IVe reach 
out for 
their lies 




































































If it was the 
mother who'd 
abandoned 
them, they'd 
be tearing 
her apart. 



all the 
attention 
landed on 
her-the 
sixth-grade 
girl who 
buried her 
grandfather 
by herself. 


Ironically, 
while Rio had 
only been 
trying to keep 
the world's 
prying eyes 
away from 
her father, 



















































































They'll 
have to 
remove 
her 

paralyzed 

foot. 


haven't 

seen 


Tofu was 
adopted, 
thanks 
to the 
efforts 
of animal 


rescue 

volun¬ 

teers. 


since 

that 

day. 


either 
Rio or 
Yuuta 

























































A cat 
with one 
missing 
foot... 


but she 
learned 
to run 
with 
three 
feet. 


There's 
nothing 
sad about 
that. 
































Umm. 


How's it 
fit? 


I guess 
it'll work 
fora 
while. 


You 

probably 
grew again 
since you 
were fitted, 
didn't you. 

































































































































































Natsuru. 


We'll eee 
each other 
again. 
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